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DAILY WALKAROUND CHECKS
YOU as a Professional Driver are responsible for making sure your vehicle is safe to drive.
YOU must carry out a walkaround check of the vehicle before your journey to make sure it’s safe. Report any defects in writing to the person in charge of sorting out vehicle defects in your organisation.
The police and Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency (DVSA) officers can stop YOU to do checks on your vehicle.
YOU can be stopped from driving until you fix any problems they find, or they can issue YOU with a fine.  In extreme circumstances YOU can have your licence revoked or could face jail.
________________________________________________________________________________________________
The company have invested heavily in up to date systems to make these checks easier for you to carry out.  At the same time, it gives us instant visibility of defects and whether you are fulfilling your legal obligation as required.  You are the first line of defence to ensure that our vehicles are roadworthy daily in order to protect yourself and the public.  A walkaround check should be carried out –
· At the start of every shift
· When you take over a vehicle at changeover
· When you change trailer
· When you drop a vehicle off for inspection (report the defects when booking in)
· When you collect a vehicle after inspection (report/have them resolved before leaving)
You must monitor your vehicle throughout the day and if you become aware of defects during your journey.  Find a safe place to stop to assess and report any defects you become aware of.  You must get dangerous defects fixed before you continue your journey.
You can get an unlimited fine and a prison sentence for using an HGV in a dangerous condition.  The company can be fined, warned and/or have their O Licence curtailed/revoked which could lead to redundancies.  YOUR actions or inaction could influence EVERYONE.
We have attached instructions for the Driver App, a diagram of areas to check and the DVSA list of checks are detailed in this document.  You will also view the DVSA video in relation to walkaround checks.  If you have any problems with carrying out your checks then you must report them to a member of staff immediately.  
If you fail to carry out checks then you could be liable to disciplinary action and/or dismissal due to Gross Misconduct.
By working together and ensuring we carry out our daily duties.  We will make every day safer and simpler for all.
Thank YOU for your continued cooperation with these important matters.
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